KARNATAKA STATE BAR COUNCIL, BENGALURU

As per Chapter II of BCI RULES (FOR QUALIFICATION /DISQUALIFICATION AND PRODUCE FOR ELECTION AND CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE ELECTIONS OF S.B.C. /B.C.I.) 2023
(Noti. F. No. BCI : D:3429/2023, dt. 23.6.2023)

6.	CODE OF CONDUCT FOR STATE BAR ELECTIONS

A. Offering or accepting anything either in cash or in kind for casting vote in favour of any candidate shall be treated to be a serious corrupt practice.  Any complaint in this regard,  if proved before the Central Election Tribunal / Committee (constituted vide Notification as per order of Hon’ble Apex Court in T.C. Case No. 126/2015, dated 5th February, 2020) shall result in cancellation of the candidature of such person; or such member may also be removed, from the Bar Council, even after result of election.   In case of such removal,  the last candidate who was in the queue of elimination, shall be inducted as a Member of State Bar Council.

B. Taking shelter of malpractice, using hate speech or anti national or anti- institutional speech, using offensive or defamatory words or threatening words against any Judge, Bar Council or any candidate or making false or vague or bald allegation with an intent to damage the reputation or image of any candidate or Member shall be treated to be serious misconduct and corrupt practice; and if proved finally before the Central Election Committee / Tribunal, such conduct / practice may debar such candidate from contesting election;  And if any person has been declared elected the Central Election Tribunal / Committee may remove such person from the membership of the Bar Council or Bar Council of India.


C. Any offensive or defamatory or provocative message or statement or video or audio or speech made viral on social, electronic or print media may be a material and substantive evidence to attract the provisions of these Rules and may be sufficient for the punishment under these Rules. 

D.  Any offensive or defamatory message or statement or video or audio or speech or threat on any media (social, electronic or print) may disqualify a candidate from becoming a Member of State Bar Council or Bar Council of India. 


E. The Central Election Tribunal / Committee may also debar such persons from contesting the next election or if the charges are very serious,  he/she may be debarred from contesting any election of any Bar Council in future by the Central Election Tribunal / Committee.  
